
If you’ve been reading our previous articles or following us on social 
media this year, you know that we’ve been programming with the 
theme of #artswithpurpose.

So far, O1ARTS’ 2019 programming has focused either on 
community engagement, issues surrounding social justice, or shined 
a light on another community organization doing good work.

For September, our O1|PLATFORMS exhibition hits all three  
targets.  Un|Rest, by popular local artist Richard Ramos, is a  
sculptural installation examining eight different aspects of the bed 
as a place or object where and with which human beings engage 
in activities including, but not limited to sleep. Issues involving 
social justice, mental health, vulnerability, illness and death will be 
addressed through the lens of common definitions and ideas about 
what a bed is.

Richard is most well-known for his paintings - specifically the large 
colorful murals which may be found all over town - but for this 
particular exhibition, the displayed works will be sculptural. The 
idea has roots in his childhood, and brings to three dimensions a 
recurring element in many of his paintings - a floating bed.

Ramos says that many times as a child, he experienced the 
sensation of his bed being far from the ground… a place normally  
of comfort and safety becoming one of uncertainty and fear.  
While he’s included a floating bed in many of his paintings, he’s 
wanted for some time to experiment, to bring it into the physical 
world, and see if doing so helps him better understand the 
phenomena’s meaning.

At O1ARTS, and in particular with our O1|PLATFORMS initiative, we 
work to make it possible for artists to experiment - to stretch their 
artistic practice - so this is a perfect project for us to support!

As with many artistic projects, however, this one started with one 
concept, and grew to encompass a wider field.  Richard began 
thinking not just of his own experience, but of the bed as a 
concept, a construct - what does a bed signify for others?  How 
and when might a place generally 
thought to represent peace and 
security NOT be? And what about 
those who don’t have beds?

It was this last question which 
inspired Richard to add an 
additional layer of purpose to this 
work, by calling attention to issues 
of poverty and homelessness. 
He says “I am obsessed with 
the exploration of dreams, the 
unconscious, and collective 
consciousness. It is my feeling that 
all of humanity experiences these 
parts of life, but is told mostly to 
disregard it as unreal and having 
little or nothing to do with what 
is important. I disagree with that 
sentiment. Similarly, certain parts 
of our society tend to ignore the 
injustices experienced by those 
regarded as “other”. “Comfort”, “Stability” and “Reality”  
are the concepts I am questioning here.” 

He reached out to two additional social-service organizations, 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace, and Youth Futures. Each of these 
organizations is dedicated to providing youngsters with the 
safety, security and comfort of a bed.  SHP does so by literally 
building beds for those who don’t have one.  Youth Futures 

works to combat teen homelessness, 
and builds public awareness of the 
problem with their mantra “Couches 
don’t count!”.

SHP contributed a bed, and Youth 

Futures a couch, for Ramos to 
modify and incorporate into the 
larger installation.  At the time of this 
writing, Ramos has said the couch 
will be painted with statistics about 
teen homelessness.

One of the things that most appeals 

to Ramos about this project is 
the open-air, public nature of 
O1|PLATFORMS… the fact that the 
public can engage at all times, at 
their convenience, and especially 
that these social issues, often sort of 
hidden, will be front and center for 
the public to consider.

The exhibition also considers other topics such as the Customs 
and Border Patrol detention centers, domestic violence, mental 
and physical health issues, and more.

“...sometimes I had that feeling 
... I was floating high above 
that bed or the bed was 
floating above the earth. At 
first, when I realized it, I would 
be startled. The fall would be 
instantaneous. No impact. 

It was natural, but I wondered 
if it was REAL ... It seemed like 
a dream, but I was completely 
awake, completely aware like 
I was at no other time. But the 
fall always came, just when I 
tried to look down to see how 
high I was.”
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Born and residing most of his adult life in 
Ogden, Richard A. Ramos Jr. is a working 
artist residing in West Haven, Utah. He 
received a BFA from Weber State University in 
1998, but says he “was always drawn to art, 
especially drawing and painting. As a kid, it’s 
what I did...it’s what I got recognized for early 
on, and I guess I liked the affirmation”. 

Asked to describe his art, Ramos says “the 
early work was probably cartoonish… I have 
this clear memory of being infatuated with 
ET… I used to draw him all the time; I used 

to sell pictures 
of ET and other 
characters to 
my classmates.
(laughs)... I just 
never stopped.” 

Later influences 
from growing 
up “on the 
wrong side of 
the tracks” 
included street, 
skate and 
graffiti culture, 
which have 
melded into a 
signature style 

in his work, which often include portraits of 
friends, loved ones, or people he just finds 
interesting to look at. Ramos began painting 
public murals in Ogden in 2013 (See August 
issue of Indie Ogden), which has been “kind 
of a dream of mine”.

He has exhibited in solo and group shows and 
painted murals regionally. Most notable was 
the mural “Water is Life” created for the 2017 
MOMENTS festival in Ogden depicting, in the 
style of Picasso’s famous “Guernica”painting, 
the struggles of the Standing Rock Sioux 
and their allies against the Dakota Access 
Pipeline. Recent accolades include Co-Local 
Artist of the Year 2017 from Nurture the 
Creative Mind and Co-Artist of the Year 2018 
from Indie Ogden.

FOR MORE: http://bit.ly/O1Ramos1
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Un|Rest opens at O1|PLATFORMS Friday, Sept. 6 exhibition runs through Oct.
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